MAGIC TREE HOUSE

HOME
ADVENTURES!
Go on an adventure with
Jack and Annie every week!
WAKE UP & THINK! Begin each day with a thought activity. What animal would you be most

excited to see in the rain forest? Why do you think the word volcano comes from the name of Roman
god of fire? What does a twister look like? What are other names for
a hurricane? Look outside today: What’s the weather like?

READ & LEARN! Read, learn, and explore with the
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Magic Tree House Fact Trackers. Download questions and lessons
to help facilitate the exploration.

READ & EXPLORE! Adventure at night with the Magic Tree House fiction
stories. Download crafts and activities to celebrate the fun.
HAVE SOME FUN! Create thematic craft projects or stir
up some adventure in the kitchen with a themed recipe!

LISTEN & ENJOY! Grab a snack and settle in each week
for readings, viewer Q&A, and trivia time with Mary Pope
Osborne! Don’t forget to check back for additional content,
including how to stage your own Magic Tree House
production at home with downloadable sing-along
scenes and videos from shows to act out.

DISCOVER MORE! Find everything you need

on the Magic Tree House website. There are books,
educational resources, and crafts and activities to
explore in any order!

JOIN THE KIDS’ ADVENTURE CLUB! Become a

member to participate in reading challenges, play games,
collect medallions, earn passport stamps, and win
exclusive prizes! Visit MagicTreeHouse.com to enroll.

SHARE THIS WITH FRIENDS! Share your Home
Adventures using #MTHAdventures and tag us at
@RandomHouseKids on Instagram, and you may
be featured on social media!

Visit: MagicTreeHouse.com/go

Educators’ Guide

Twister on Tuesday and
Twisters and Other Terrible Storms:
A Nonfiction Companion to Twister on Tuesday
ABOUT Twister

on Tuesday

Jack and Annie are whisked to a midwestern prairie in the 1870s. They visit a oneroom schoolhouse and learn about the hard life of the pioneers.
When they return to the magic tree house, Jack and Annie spot
a twister on the horizon. Is there time to warn the teacher and
the children back at the schoolhouse? Or should Jack and Annie justsave themselves?
ABOUT

Twisters and Other Terrible Storms:

A Nonfiction Companion to Twister on Tuesday

PB: 978-0-679-89069-0
EL: 978-0-375-89480-0
Grades: 1–4
F&P: M • Lexile: 310L

PB: 978-0-375-81358-0
EL: 978-0-307-97526-3
Grades: 2–5
F&P: F • Lexile: 690L

ACTIVITIES FOR

What causes the earth’s weather? How do twisters form? What
are the deadliest storms on earth? Find out the answers to
these questions and more in Jack and Annie’s guide to nature’s
wildest weather. Includes photographs, definitions, an index,
information on twisters, hurricanes, blizzards, forecasting the
weather, storm chasers, and much more!

Twister on Tuesday

All Aboard
One of the first things Jack and Annie witness when arriving on the prairie is a train with billowing black smoke.
Jack notes that after the Civil War, the United States government built railroads to link the eastern and western
parts of the country.
Ask students to think about the effects of this new mode of transportation. How do they imagine life changed
with these industrial improvements? Have students pretend that they are first-time train passengers on a
cross-country trip. Ask the children to use their journals to record their feelings during this exciting adventure.
CURRICULUM: Language Arts • History

News at School
As Jack and Annie leave the schoolhouse, they begin to see signs of trouble in the
changing sky and know a storm is brewing. Use the internet and the Magic Tree House
fact tracker to investigate typical temperature and atmospheric change during a
tornado. Then, have your reader prepare a “script” for their own weather forecast.
Encourage creativity in the use of visuals and descriptive language to prepare
their “viewers” for the twister ahead!
CURRICULUM: Science • Drama
Teaching ideas by Rosemary B. Stimola, Ph.D., former professor of children’s literature
at City University of New York.
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Rainy with a Chance of Tw
:
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Directions: After reading the Magic Tree House Research Guide:Twisters and Other Terrible Storms, review
some of the facts you have learned about storms and terrible weather. Discuss the conditions and possible
indicators of tornadoes and write them on the chart. Then identify events in Twisters on Tuesday that Jack and
Annie notice which foreshadow the tornado that was about to strike.
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Signs of a Tornado

Signs Jack and
Annie Noticed

Activity for Twisters and Other Terrible Storms: A Nonfiction Companion to
Twister on Tuesday by Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce.

Page in
Book
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EDUCATORS’ GUIDE

HURRICANE HEROES
IN TEXAS

HC: 9781524713126
EL: 9781524713140

Grades: 1– 4

TEXAS

PB: 9781101936481
EL: 9781101936504

Grades: 2–5

MAGIC TREE HOUSE Educators’ Guide

ABOUT Hurricane Heroes in Texas
Annie illustration © 2020 by Penguin Random House LLC

Jack and Annie are on a mission! When the magic tree house whisks them
back to Galveston, Texas, in 1900, they find out that a big storm is coming.
But even though there is rain and wind, no one believes there is any danger.
As the storm grows, seawater floods the city. Now everyone needs help!
Jack and Annie have a little bit of magic and a lot of hope—
but will it be enough?

ACTIVITIESfor

Hurricane Heroes in Texas
Before reading Hurricane Heroes in Texas, have your
reader do some weather reporting! Discuss the following
questions, and ask them to provide explanations. This is an
informal warm-up.

Questions:
What are hurricanes?
What do they do?
Where do they come from?
What’s a storm surge?
What usually happens when hurricanes develop?
Have you ever seen a hurricane? Or read about one?
Curriculum: Science; Language Arts

Everyday Heroes!

Jack and Annie become heroes when they help save people
in Galveston, Texas, from a big storm. We are surrounded
by countless heroes in our own communities. Make a list
of everyday heroes and discuss how they contribute to our
health, education, and safety. Use evidence to support their
heroism.
Curriculum: Language Arts
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What Is a Hurricane?

MAGIC TREE HOUSE Educators’ Guide

ABOUT Texas:

Jack illustration © 2020 by Penguin Random House LLC

A Nonfiction Companion to Hurricane Heroes in Texas
When Jack and Annie came back from their adventure in Magic Tree
House #30: Hurricane Heroes in Texas, they had lots of questions. Why is Texas
called the Lone Star State? What was the Alamo? When was the
Galveston hurricane? Why was it so terrible? Find out the answers to these
questions and more as Jack and Annie track the facts about Texas.

ACTIVITIESforTexas:

A Nonfiction Companion to Hurricane Heroes in Texas

Let’s Talk About Texas!

Postcards from Texas

Jack and Annie travel back to Galveston, Texas, in
Hurricane Heroes in Texas. They help save the day
when a storm threatens the community. Let’s learn a bit
about Texas! Show students how to trace the shape of
Texas, and fill in information from the nonfiction
companion. Here are a few questions to guide the
investigation—but use any facts you find interesting!

After students read chapter 5: “Cattle and Oil”
and chapter 6: “Space City,” have them design a
postcard featuring things they learned about in one of
the chapters.

Questions:
How big is Texas?
What is the climate like in Texas?
What is the capital of Texas?
When did Texas join the United States?
What’s a popular music style in Texas?
What is the official horse, tree, and bird of Texas?

Curriculum: Language Arts

The People of Texas
After students read chapter 7: “Meet Some
Famous Texans,” and choose one of the featured
Texans to research further.
Curriculum: Language Arts

Curriculum: Social Studies; Language Arts
Spain

The State with Six Flags!

Mexico

Six different flags have flown over Texas, each
representing a different part of the state’s history.
Discuss what a symbol is and why we use flags as
symbols. How do we honor our flag? Consider starting
a creative project—design and produce your own flag
for your family, home, or town!
Curriculum: Social Studies; Language Arts

Republic of Texas

United States of America
Confederate States of
America

Flags illustrations © 2020 by Penguin Random House LLC

France

MAGIC TREE HOUSE Educators’ Guide

After Reading Word Search!
WORDS
ANNIE
GALVESTON
GULF
HERO
HURRICANE
JACK
SEAWATER
STORM
TEXAS
URSULINE

Illustration © 2020 by Penguin Random House LLC

ANSWER:
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Educators’ Guide

Vacation Under the Volcano and
Ancient Rome and Pompeii:
A Nonfiction Companion to Vacation Under the Volcano
ABOUT Vacation

Under the Volcano

Jack and Annie go to the city of Pompeii to bring back an ancient story that is in
danger of being lost forever. Little do they know they are saving
the myth of Hercules! But before they can find it, the town’s
volcano erupts in a mighty explosion. Just when things look
hopeless, Jack and Annie get some unexpected help from a
certain mythic hero-and the rest, as they say, is history.
ABOUT

Ancient Rome and Pompeii:

A Nonfiction Companion to Vacation Under the Volcano
What was it like to be a gladiator? How many people died in the
destruction of Pompeii? How did Roman children spend their
days? Find out the answers to these questions and more in
this Fact Tracker.

PB: 978-0-679-89050-8
EL: 978-0-375-89470-1
Grades: 1–4
F&P: M • Lexile: 410L

PB: 978-0-375-83220-8
EL: 978-0-307-97532-4
Grades: 2–5
F&P: S • Lexile: 750L

ACTIVITIES FOR

Vacation Under the Volcano

Make a Volcano
Jack and Annie are fortunate to escape with their lives when Mt. Vesuvius erupts. Ask students to locate Mt.
Vesuvius and other volcanoes such as Mt. Fujiyama and Mt. St. Etna on the map. Note dates on which these
volcanoes erupted and the consequences that followed. Then, with a few simple materials, your students can
make an “active volcano” of their own.
Place a well-washed gallon milk container in the middle of a flat surface covered with plastic or newspaper.
Dump ½ a large bag of potting soil around the container. Begin shaping the volcano by adding small amounts
of water to the soil. Keep adding soil as needed to cover the container up to the neck where the lid will
eventually be screwed on.
Pour 1 cup of concentrated dishwashing liquid, 1½ cups of water, 1 full bottle of

red food coloring and three-quarters box baking soda. Screw the lid onto the container.
Not too tightly!
After a few minutes, unscrew lid and pour in ¾ large bottle of vinegar, and then stand back!

Ancient Rome and Pompeii:
A Nonfiction Companion to Vacation Under the Volcano
ACTIVITIES FOR

Agree to Disagree
In the Roman Republic, the people elected two consuls who had to agree on
everything. Have readers make a list of topics on which there can be
agreement and disagreement, such as favorite foods, books, television
shows, or sports. Encourage them to make posters, flyers, or write a short
speech that could persuade others to agree with their opinion. Discuss the difficulty
of coming to an agreement and how disagreement among people might make
governing difficult.”
CURRICULUM: Social Studies• Language Arts

Roman Gifts
Many modern conveniences such as roads, baths, and numerals are a result of what the Romans developed.
Have students identify a gift from the Romans and wrap a picture or facsimile of the gift in a package. Put the
gifts on a table and have students randomly select a Roman gift and write a thank-you note, explaining how that
gift is used today and why it is so useful.
CURRICULUM: Social Studies• Language Arts

Roman Hall of Fame/Roman Hall of Shame
As with any group, there were famous Romans, some for the good they did and some for their evil deeds. Have
students “become” one of the Roman gods, goddesses, or human beings and give a biographical talk including
their name, special achievements, how their acts helped or hurt others, and how they should be remembered.
CURRICULUM: Social Studies •Language Arts

Can You Dig It?
Much of the information about Pompeii comes from archeological digs. Set up a simulated dig featuring
artifacts from around the house. Collect small items and parts of items that represent household activities—e.g.,
a phone charger, a crayon, car keys, a fridge magnet, etc. Fill a large box and place the objects inside the box.
Let readers sift through the box to pull out objects. Remind them to be very careful about what they find, so as
not to destroy the item. Then, have them write a description for each of the items found for a museum display.
Taking clues ONLY from the objects found. What might each object be used for? What can you learn about the
people that used this object? Challenge readers to identify what happened at this site.
CURRICULUM: Science
Teaching ideas by Rosemary B. Stimola, Ph.D., former professor of children’s literature at City University of New York, and Dr. Peggy
A. Sharp, a national children’s literature consultant.

MagicTreeHouse.com

an Gods Matching Ga
m
o
R
d
n
a
k
e
e
r
G
me
Directions: Jack and Annie are saved by Hercules, hero to the Greeks and Romans and son of the Roman god
Jupiter. See if you can match the Roman gods listed below with their Greek
equivalents. Don’t be surprised if many of these names are familiar!

Cupid

Ceres

Jupiter

Saturn

Diana

Neptune

Mars

Minerva

Mercury

Venus
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Greek

gods

Role 	Roman

gods

1. Zeus

King

of the gods

2. Poseidon

God

of the

3. Athena

Goddess

of

4. Aphrodite

Goddess

of Love

5. Ares

God

of

War

____________

6. Eros

God

of Love

____________

7. Hermes

Messenger

8. Artemis

Goddess

9. Cronus

God

10. Demeter

Goddess

of

____________

Sea

____________

Wisdom`

____________
____________

of the gods

____________

Moon

____________

of the

Time
of

Harvest

____________
____________

Activity for Ancient Rome and Pompeii: A Nonfiction Companion to
Vacation Under the Volcano by Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce.
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Latin Isn’t Dead
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Directions: Latin was the official language of the Roman empire.Write an English word that comes from the
following Latin roots.The first one is done for you.

Latin Root

English Meaning

English Word

Act

Act, Do

Activity

Flect

Flex, Bend

__________________

Leg

Read, Choose

__________________

Mit

Send

__________________

Ped

Foot

__________________

Pend

Hang

__________________

Port

Carry

__________________

Rupt

Break

__________________

Scrib

Write

__________________

Sent

Feel

__________________

Spect

Look

__________________

Tact

Touch

__________________

Tract

Draw, Pull

__________________

Vert

Turn

__________________

Vict

Conquer

__________________

Voc

Call

__________________

Activity for Ancient Rome and Pompeii: A Nonfiction Companion to
Vacation Under the Volcano by Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce.
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Afternoon on the Amazon and
Rain Forests: A Nonfiction Companion to Afternoon on the Amazon
ABOUT Afternoon

on the Amazon

Jack and Annie travel back in time to a South American rain forest in search of the
elusive magician Morgan le Fay. Will they find a new clue to
her whereabouts before they are trampled by stampeding
killer ants?
ABOUT

Rain Forests:

A Nonfiction Companion to Afternoon on the Amazon

PB: 978-0-679-86372-4
EL: 978-0-375-89423-7
Grades: 1–4
F&P: M • Lexile: 290L

PB: 978-0-375-81355-9
EL: 978-0-307-97517-1
Grades: 2–5
F&P: Q • Lexile: 730L

What is the strangest plant in the rain forest? Which rain
forest animal is the creepiest? What medicines have been
discovered there? How can we save our rain forests? Find
out the answers to these questions and more in Jack and
Annie’s very own guide to the mysteries of the rain
forest. Includes information on rain forests around the
world; fun facts about rain-forest bugs, birds, plants, and
animals; maps and photographs; and much more!

ACTIVITIES FOR Rain Forests:
A Nonfiction Companion to Afternoon on the Amazon
Just How Big Is the Rain Forest?
The biggest tropical rain forest is the Amazon Rain Forest in South America. It is larger than the states of Texas,
California, Colorado, Florida, Nevada, Arizona, Oregon, Minnesota, and Alaska combined. Using a map, have
students locate and cut out the outline of each of these states and place them together to visualize the enormous
area they are studying!
CURRICULUM: Social Studies

Who’s at Home in the Rain Forest? A Knock Knock Riddle Exercise
Have students research the different species of animals in the rain forest and place them under the correct
heading using an Attribute Web. They then can create Knock Knock Riddles for their favorite rain forest animal.
Write three clues about the animal on the back of a folded picture of a rain forest animal. Write three clues about

the animal on the back of a folded picture of a rain forest animal. Cut out a rectangle to show
just the eyes of the animal. When you open the folded paper, the whole animal is revealed.
CURRICULUM: Language Arts

How Does It Measure Up?
Rain forest creatures and plants come in all sizes and shapes. Grab a tape measure and
measure several large and small household objects. Have students choose an animal
or plant and compare its height with the object measured. How many refrigerators
tall is a the tallest plant they researched?.
CURRICULUM: Math • Science

Once Upon a Time
Storytelling plays a major part in the rain forest. It is a tradition that stories are passed
down orally from generation to generation by the Mbuti and Yanomami tribes. Have
the students pick a rain forest animal and incorporate the facts that they have learned
about the animal into a fiction story.
CURRICULUM: Language Arts • Theater Arts

Save the Rain Forests!
As a culminating activity, brainstorm with your students all the different ways that the message “Save the
Rain Forests!” can be spread (radio, TV, magazines, billboards, bumper stickers, speeches, interviews, etc.).
Develop a marketing strategy that uses video PSAs, commercials, billboard, and newsletters. Outline the
messaging or record a PSA!
CURRICULUM: Language Arts • Science • Art • Theater Arts
Teaching ideas provided by Jamay Johnson, second grade teacher, and Melinda Murphy, media specialist, Reed
Elementary School, Cypress Fairbranks Independent School District, Houston, Texas.
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Habitat Match
Jack and Annie see so many different things on their travels,
they sometimes have trouble remembering where they saw what! See if you can
remember where Jack and Annie saw the following by matching each with its proper
habitat.You can use each habitat more than once!

African plains

Rain forest
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India
1.

seals

______________________

2.

Mara River

______________________

3.

langurs

______________________

4.

army ants

______________________

5.

joeys

______________________

6.

gum trees

______________________

7.

lotus blossoms

______________________

8.

northern lights

______________________

9.

canopy

______________________

10.

hyena

______________________

11.

igloos

______________________

12. Dreamtime

______________________

13.

mango

______________________

14.

peacocks

______________________

15.

honey guides

______________________

Australia
Arctic

Activity for RainForests: A Nonfiction Companion to
Afternoon On the Amazon by Mary Pope Osborne and
Natalie Pope Boyce.
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