SUMMER 2021

A MINI MAGAZINE OF FUN FOR BIG MAGIC TREE HOUSE FANS!

Write Jack and
Annie’s Adventu
r

e!
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VIEWS FROM
THE
TREE HOUSE

AROUND THE WO RLD
WITH JACK AND ANNIE!
Jack and Annie come across a
mysterious tree house while
walking in the woods near their home in Frog Creek,
Pennsylvania.

PREHISTORIC
Mary Pope
Osborne

But where did the tree house come
from?
Before Jack and Annie can find out,
the mysterious tree house whisks
them to the prehistoric past—the
Cretaceous Period, over 65 million years ago!
They find themselves in a valley filled with dinosaurs,
and they encounter animals long extinct. Now they have
to figure out how to get home. Can they do it before
dark . . . or will they become a dinosaur’s dinner?

Mary Pope Osborne, author of the Magic Tree House
series, recently caught up with illustrators Kelly
and Nichole Matthews, who helped bring Dinosaurs
Before Dark to life in a brand-new format! Get to
know these wonderful collaborators below.
Mary: Who does what in your creative process?
Kelly: We try to split our responsibilities pretty 50/50.
I’ll handle the thumbnailing (rough sketches for
how each panel will look), penciling, and inking, and
Nichole will do flats, colors, special effects, and final
rendering. Sometimes the other will step in and assist,
like Nichole helping me if some thumbnails/drafting
are giving me trouble, or on a tight deadline, I will help
Nichole with flatting. For personal projects, we’ll send
things like character/world designs and story beats
back and forth to each other like Ping-Pong balls
until we’re both happy with them.
Mary: What is your favorite thing about
illustrating?
Nichole: I love nature; clouds, grass, trees and
organic shapes are all very relaxing to paint.
Sometimes I take a few hours and just fill a canvas
with different kinds of sky or bushes or trees. This
ends up helping our work, too, because I can then
take these images and use them in other comics
that we draw!

This journey to the first and oldest time period Jack and
Annie have ever visited is now a graphic novel! Live this
classic adventure again with new art from comic artists
Kelly and Nichole Matthews!
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Solve the puzzle, then go to WizardZoneCode.com and enter Merlin’s secret
code. Get it right to unlock his magical chest and receive a special treasure he
put there for you. The treasure will disappear, so don’t delay!

What
is
the scariest
type of
dinosaur?

Mary: What was your favorite part of drawing
the first Magic Tree House graphic novel?
Kelly and Nichole: The dinosaurs!!! We loved
reading all sorts of books and stories about
dinosaurs when we were younger. The Dinotopia
and Smithsonian books were our favorites.
Kelly: We very rarely have the chance to draw
them for work or in our free time, so getting to
draw so many different kinds was a ton of fun!
The babies were my favorite (so cute!), with
Henry a close second.
Nichole: It was especially fun coming up with
possible colors for them. Since not a lot is
known about how they looked, we took
inspiration from living creatures (like a peacock
for the triceratops and a red-headed vulture for
the T. rex.).
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WRITE YOUR O
WN
TREEHOUSE AD
VENTURE!

®

Have you ever wanted to write your own adventure with Jack and Annie?
Now is your chance! Fill in the speech bubbles below and imagine your own story.
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What do YOU want the next Magic Tree
House to be about? Draw your idea below.
Don’t forget to add a title!

illustrat

ed by

Where does the magic tree house take YOU?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Using the Magic Tree House cover your just created,
start writing and creating your story below!
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Jack and Annie are ready for their next adventure! But what does that adventure look like?
Finish the comic below to create the next epic journey in the tree house.

Visit

MagicTreeHouse.com
beginning July 2 to create more adventures with Jack and Annie!
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Join Jack and Annie
as they return to the
Middle Ages in this
ALL-NEW graphic
novel retelling of
The Knight at Dawn!
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More adventure awaits!

ATTENTION, EDUCATORS!

JOIN TODAY

ADVENTURE
AWAITS

Are you looking for Magic Tree House resources
to use in your classroom? Check out Mary’s
Classroom Adventures Program!
Created for teachers like you who have
inspired Mary for nearly thirty years with
your dedication and creative use of
Magic Tree House books.
Free downloadable resources include:
A Curriculum Key classifying every Magic Tree House book by subject and
curriculum standards
Reading Level Guide for all books in the series
Comprehensive Lesson Plans for every Magic Tree House book and Fact
Tracker. Mary’s program is a gift of time, helping teachers use kids’ love of Jack
and Annie’s adventures to stimulate interest in subjects across the curriculum,
including STEAM education.
Visit MTHClassroomAdventures.org for more information!

IS FOR KIDS JUST LIKE YOU
• Collect Passport Stamps
and Medallions
• Join Challenges
• Play Games and Win Prizes,
Earn Reading Rewards, and
More!

Stay Updated!
When theaters re-open, find the latest Magic Tree House original musicals appearing
in your area by visiting: MTClassroomAdventures.org/mth-stage
Perform Your Own Magic Tree House Musical
with a free mini musical download from Music Theatre International:
mtishows.com/magic-treehouse

Ask your parent to help you
sign up at
MTHKidsAdventureClub.com

Follow Mary on Twitter and Instagram!

EXPLORE THE WORLD
WITH

MAGIC TREE HOUSE

Learn, read, and
grow with Jack and
Annie right from home!

HOME
ADVENTURES!

Discover crafts, recipes, games, videos,
and more!

Join the adventure HERE.
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