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MARY’S TREE HOUSE
Mary Pope Osborne,
Author of the
Magic Tree House and
Merlin Missions

Q:

When did you first start writing the Magic Tree
House series, and how many books are there today?

A: I began the series 26 years ago, and today

there are over 100 Magic Tree House books, counting
all the fiction and the nonfiction Fact Trackers books.

Q:

Do you have a favorite book, and if so, which
one is it?

A: My World War II book meant the most to me:

World at War, 1944. It’s the longest and most
advanced book in the series, and to me, the most
exciting.

Q:

How did you choose the topic for your new
book, Warriors in Winter?

A: I’ve always wanted to write about an ancient
Roman warrior camp. Roman warriors were
considered some of the bravest,
strongest, and best-trained
warriors of all time.

Natalie Pope Boyce, Author of the
Magic Tree House Fact Trackers

Q:

Which Fact Tracker did you find
most interesting to research?

A: I think the most interesting research may have
been for an upcoming book on Benjamin Franklin.
I thought I knew a lot about him, but there was so
much I didn’t know—all the years he spent in Paris
and London, the languages he taught himself, his
inventions! I was in complete awe of this brilliant
man.

Q: Have you ever traveled to do research for a Fact

Tracker, and if so, where was the most exciting place
you traveled?

BackGround snowflake photo © by Aleksander Skakun Photo/ Shutterstock

A: I haven’t traveled a lot just to do research, but

having lived in many places has helped my writing.
Writing Leprechauns and Irish Folklore was easier
because I lived in Ireland. My firsthand knowledge
of the Revolutionary War came from having lived
near the Yorktown battleground. When I wrote about
tsunamis I remembered that they tested the tsunami
warning sirens when we lived on the beach in Hawaii.

Q: What is your favorite winter activity?
A: I love to hear our old house creak and groan in

a snowstorm. A good fire in the fireplace, people
you can laugh with on a cold winter night, a lovely
stew, and reading a great book are my idea of heaven
during long winters in the Berkshire Hills.

AROUND THE WORLD

WITH JACK AND ANNIE!
THE ARCTIC In Polar Bears Past Bedtime, Jack and Annie are
whisked away to the frozen Arctic where they meet a
seal hunter, Siberian huskies, and a giant polar bear! When
they meet their new seal hunter friend, they learn that he
“wears sealskin clothing to protect him from icy winds” (13).
Seal hunters often live in igloos, which “means ‘house’ in the
language of the native Arctic people. The house is built with . . .
dry snow [which] is good wall material because it keeps in the
heat. The temperature inside an igloo can be 65 degrees warmer
than the temperature outside” (26).

Can you imagine living in an igloo? You would have to cook,
sleep, and play all in one small room with the rest of your
family. And forget having a TV! Kids in the Arctic would have
fun by playing games like Kneel Jump, where they kneel on
the floor, then jump forward on their knees. Try that with your
friends! If you were in the Arctic, you would also be able to
see the Northern Lights. “The swirl of light is caused by
electrically charged particles from the sun striking atoms
and molecules in the earth’s atmosphere” (50). What
colors do you see in this Northern Lights picture?

HOMETOWN HEROES
Kinley Elrod is the winner of our first-ever Hometown Hero

contest. Kinley is from Corydon, Indiana, and was nominated
by her mom, Danielle Barley. Kinley is dedicated to making
patients’ days brighter at Norton Children’s Hospital by
running toy drives, gifting homemade pillows and bears,
and starting the organization Kinley’s Helping Hands.
What makes Kinley a hometown hero? She inspires others
with the mountains she moves. At a very young age she has accomplished so
much. Her actions show that no matter where the road has led you, the obstacles
that come your way, your age, or even a disability—you can make a difference!
Submit your hometown heroes for a chance to be featured on the website, on
social platforms, and in Inside the Tree House! HometownHeroStories.com

Northern Light Photo © By Africa Studio, Igloo By Alina Reynbakh Photo/ Shutterstock

VIEWS FROM

GAMES AND GAMES AND PUZZLES!
PUZZLES!
Winter Maze

Winter Scramble
Unscramble the weather words.

wnos

___ ___ ___ ___

lhia

___ ___ ___ ___

docl

___ ___ ___ ___

doucl

___ ___ ___ ___ ___

tesel

___ ___ ___ ___ ___

eci

___ ___ ___

storf

___ ___ ___ ___ ___

DID YOU KNOW
THESE FACTS?
often weigh over one
thousand pounds and can
grow to eleven feet tall.
Polar bears photo © by Florida Stock Photo/ Shutterstock

SAINT BERNARDS

PENGUINS have heavy bones,
and the extra weight helps them
stay underwater.

were trained to help
find lost travelers in
the Swiss Alps; they
would use their big
paws as shovels to dig a
stranded person out of
the snow!
St. Bernard dog photo © by Fedor Selivanov Stock Photo/ Shutterstock

Track more facts in these books!

Penguin photo © by vladsilver Stock Photo/ Shutterstock

MALE POLAR BEARS

MERLIN’S
WIZARD
ZONE
Can you crack the code?
Merlin wants to know if you can solve the code below.
Solve the puzzle and discover the hidden message.

JOIN TODAY

ADVENTURE
AWAITS

What do penguins, polar bears, and huskies
think of winter?

They think winter is

IS FOR KIDS JUST LIKE YOU
• Collect Passport Stamps
and Medallions
• Join Challenges
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Ask your parent to help you
sign up at
MTHKidsAdventureClub.com

MORE FROM MARY!
Would you like to visit with our 3 dogs?
Check out my new Instagram account
and meet Joey, Bezo, and Little Bear!

BOOK OF THE MONTH
WARRIOR!

Become a
Reading

Travel back in time with Jack and Annie.
This winter, they’ll meet the greatest warriors
of all. Available now as a book, ebook, or
audiobook!

Do your pets love to read, too?
Post a picture and tag me, and
I might repost!
Mary_Pope_Osborne

EDUCATORS!
Sign up for free, downloadable classroom materials at: magictreehouse.com/teachers.
Perform a MTH musical with a free mini musical download from Music Theatre
International: mtishows.com/magic-treehouse.
Mary’s Classroom Adventures Program is Mary’s Gift of Time to teachers, providing
free resources to use MTH fiction and nonfiction books across the curriculum. Learn more
at: MTHClassroomAdventures.org.

ANSWERS
WINTER SCRAMBLE

Snow, Hail, Cold, Cloud, Sleet, Ice, Frost
MERLIN’S WIZARD ZONE

snow problem

WINTER MAZE

FRONT COVER

© 2019 Mary Pope Osborne. Magic Tree House is a registered trademark of Mary Pope Osborne; used under license. Illustrations © 2019 by Sal Murdocca.

A

Wizard © By Deb Clark Photo/ Shutterstock

• Play Games and Win Prizes,
Earn Reading Rewards, and More!

SECOND EDITION

SPRING/SUMMER 2019
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VIEWS FROM

THE TREE HOUSE

Mary Pope Osborne

Natalie Pope Boyce

We recently caught up with Mary
Pope Osborne, author of Magic Tree
House and Merlin Missions, and
Natalie Pope Boyce, author of the
Magic Tree House Fact Trackers, and
asked them a few questions!

AROUND THE WORLD
WITH JACK AND ANNIE!
THE OCEAN In Dolphins at Daybreak, Jack and Annie travel to a coral

reef in the middle of the ocean! They learn that coral reefs are made
up of skeletons of dead corals—tiny sea animals. Jack
and Annie explore the ocean in a small diving vessel
called a submersible and swim next to starfish, pink
jellyfish, a blue sea horse, a giant clam, and many more
colorful ocean creatures! When Jack and Annie find
themselves next to an octopus, they learn that they are
gentle, shy creatures with huge strength, and it is nearly
impossible to free an object from the grasp of their
tentacles! Have you ever seen an octopus?

How do you cope with spring fever?
Natalie: In New England where Mary and
I live there isn’t much of a spring until
the end of May. To be honest, I don’t cope
very well with spring fever and sometimes,
believe it or not, I get very cranky that
summer hasn’t appeared yet.

Background water photo © by I FOOTAGE Photo/ Shutterstock

What continues to spark your interest
in learning new things?
Natalie: When you begin to learn new
things, you realize how many more exciting
new things there are still to learn.
Also many of the things I thought I knew,
I really didn’t. For example, do you think
polar bears have white fur? Actually they
don’t! Do some research to find out why
and impress all your friends!
What new adventures are in store for
Jack and Annie?
Mary: Jack and Annie will travel back in
time to Philadelphia, where they meet
Benjamin Franklin and take him into the
future to present-day Frog Creek,
Pennsylvania.

Diver Photo © by Tunatura,
Octopus Photo © by Alina Reynbakh
and Ocean Photo © by Tunatura
Photo/ Shutterstock

What are some of your favorite things
to do when the weather warms up?
Mary: I love to walk early in the morning
and late in the afternoon. I love watching
leaves and flowers return. I love rolling
down all my car windows and riding on
country roads with my dogs sticking their
heads out the windows. I just love spring
and summer!

C an you imagine being an oceanographer,
which is what we call scientists who
study the ocean? Sometimes they dive
super deep in their submersibles to
gather information about the ocean floor.
Oceanographers are able to look at and
study so many beautiful sea
creatures like fish, dolphins,
and oysters but also have to
be careful and respect these
animals. Just remember, if
you see a shark in the water,
don’t splash!

HOMETOWN HEROES
Our featured kid-hero Logan Poupore is from Kent, New York, and was

nominated by his mom, Michelle Waters. Logan volunteers with a local animal
rescue that transports dogs from Puerto Rico to New York in search of forever
homes. Last summer, Logan spent his time taking the
dogs out to play and made videos of the dogs with
facts about them to help them find the perfect home.
Submit your hometown hero for a chance to be featured
on the website, on social platforms, and in Inside the
Tree House! HometownHeroStories.com

GAMES AND
GAMES AND PUZZLES!
PUZZLES!
Travel Scramble

Beach © by Vadym Nechyporenko Photo/ Shutterstock

Beach Maze Guide Jack and Annie to the beach!
START

There are lots of places in the world to travel to! Can
you unscramble some of the countries listed below?

necarf ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
dnaii

___ ___ ___ ___ ___

hcian

___ ___ ___ ___ ___

ximceo

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

asrauitla

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

ncadaa ___ ___ ___ ___

FINISH

___ ___

Answer on back

Most CORAL REEFS are 5,000
to 10,000 years old.

DID YOU KNOW
THESE FACTS?
DOLPHINS find food by using

echolocation. They make clicking and
whistling noises, and when the noises
travel through the water, they bounce
off objects like fish or squid, letting the
dolphins know where they are.
Meteorites and asteroids
landing in the ocean can
cause TSUNAMIS.
Wave photo © by Mana Photo Stock Photo/ Shutterstock

The GREAT WHITE SHARK
can weigh up to 7,000 pounds and have 3,000 teeth.

Dolphin photo © by Irina No Stock Photo/ Shutterstock

Coral reef photo © by stockphoto-graf Stock Photo/ Shutterstock

Answer on back

Great white shark photo © by VisionDive Stock Photo/ Shutterstock

Track more facts in these books!

MERLIN’S WIZARD ZONE Can you crack the code?”
Merlin wants to know if you can solve the code below. Solve the puzzle and discover the hidden message.”

What do you need for both baseball and pancakes?

Wizard Photo © By Deb Clark Photo/ Shutterstock
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Background water photo © by I FOOTAGE and Light sign © by AlexanderZe Photo/ Shutterstock

PICKS OF THE SEASON

Another adventure
in the #1 bestselling
series arrives!

JOIN TODAY

IS FOR KIDS JUST LIKE YOU
Play Games and Win Prizes,
Earn Reading Rewards, and More!
Be sure to check out these other
American history reads also!

EDUCATORS

Sign up for free, downloadable classroom
materials at: magictreehouse.com/teachers.
Perform a MTH musical with a free mini musical download from Music
Theatre International: mtishows.com/magic-treehouse.
Mary’s Classroom Adventures Program is Mary’s Gift of Time to teachers,
providing free resources to help teachers use MTH fiction and nonfiction books
across the curriculum. Learn more at: MTHClassroomAdventures.org.

Ask your parent to help you
sign up at
MTHKidsAdventureClub.com

ANSWERS
TRAVEL SCRAMBLE

France, India, China, Mexico, Australia, Canada
MERLIN’S WIZARD ZONE

FRONT COVER

The batter!

BEACH MAZE
START

FINISH

THIRD EDITION

FALL 2019
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VIEWS FROM

THE TREE HOUSE

Mary Pope Osborne

Natalie Pope Boyce

We recently caught up with Mary Pope
Osborne, author of Magic Tree House and
Merlin Missions, and Natalie Pope Boyce,
author of the Magic Tree House Fact
Trackers, and asked them a few questions!
Ben Franklin was an American hero. What other
heroes have inspired you?
Mary: Different heroes I’ve written about are actually
the heroes who inspire me the most: George
Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Florence Nightingale,
Clara Barton, and Jackie Robinson.
Are there any present-day heroes who continue
to inspire you?
Natalie: I think my present-day heroes probably
don’t have fame or a lot of money. They are the
people like doctors, nurses, and aid workers who risk
their lives to help others.
What have been some of Jack and Annie’s
favorite animal adventures?
Mary: Jack and Annie LOVE dogs. Dogs appear in a
number of the stories, including Dogs in the Dead of
Night and Balto of the Blue Dawn. I would like to
have dogs appear in more books, because just like
Jack and Annie, I LOVE dogs.
Meet Captain Wilson,
Mary’s newest
four-legged friend!

What about Ben Franklin’s life
blew you away while you were researching him
for the newest Fact Tracker?
Natalie: Ben Franklin was a much bigger genius than
I had thought. He was a famous scientist, inventor,
and writer, and was the only person to sign all four
major documents of the Revolution. And he did all of
this with only two years of school!
A new deluxe edition of Christmas
in Camelot will be out in time for
the holidays. Will there be more
holiday-themed adventures for
Jack and Annie?
Mary: Yes, I hope so! The new deluxe
edition coming out this fall is
really exciting, and we have
more planned for the future!

AROUND THE WORLD
WITH JACK AND ANNIE!

I

PHILADELPHIA n To the Future, Ben Franklin!, Jack and Annie are
whisked away to Old Philadelphia in 1787, where they meet Benjamin
Franklin! When they adventure to find “Doctor Ben,”
they’re told by a gardener that he is “one of the
smartest human beings of all time” and that “he once
stole thunderbolts right out of the clouds” (p.15). Jack
and Annie quickly understand why people love Benjamin
Franklin so much: “He’s an inventor and a scientist! A
diplomat and a writer! A scholar and a businessman”
(p.15)! But they have a mission: convince Ben Franklin to
sign the Constitution. With the help of their book about
Old Philadelphia, Jack and Annie whisk Ben away to the future to show
him the ways of their present-day world and how none of it would be
possible if he and other delegates had not signed the Constitution!
What do you think it would be like to come face to face with cars,
power lines, computers, air-conditioning, and planes for the first time?
Imagine being an adult who has never seen or used a phone before!
Can you think of other inventions that would
startle someone from the past? Ben Franklin is
stunned by modern inventions, but Jack and
Annie know they have to convince him that his
actions helped lead to these very successes.
Find out if Jack and Annie complete their
mission in To the Future, Ben Franklin!

HOMETOWN HEROES
Our featured kid hero is Priscilla Nix from Aransas Pass, Texas.
She was nominated by her mom, Annie Murrow.
Priscilla was inspired to volunteer with the ASPCA
and All Hands First Response after her family lost
their house due to damage sustained during
Hurricane Harvey. She makes her own earrings and
sells them to donate money to both organizations.

Submit your hometown heroes at HometownHeroStories.com
for a chance to be featured on the website, on social platforms,
and in Inside the Tree House.

GAMES AND
PUZZLES!
Connect the Dots

GAMES AND PUZZLES!
DALAI LAMA

High Time for Heroes

ABRAHAM
LINCOLN
NELSON
MANDELA

Benjamin Franklin
used this to help
with his
research into
electricity!
Connect the
dots to see
what it is.

SUSAN B
ANTHONY
ROSA
PARKS
JACKIE
ROBINSON
Answer on back

HARRIET
TUBMAN

Answer on back

DID YOU KNOW
THESE FACTS?
On New Year’s Day of 1863,
PRESIDENT LINCOLN issued an
order called the Emancipation
Proclamation. It said that slaves in
all the states were “forever free.”

Because of
all the work he did for
the colonies and the
United States, Ben is
sometimes called the
FIRST AMERICAN.

During a big thunderstorm, in
1752, Ben and his son
William stood outside in
the rain with a kite, a
metal rod, and a metal key.
An electrical charge from
the storm clouds traveled
down the rod and into the key,
and thanks to this experiment,
the world found out that
lightning is a type of electricity.

On April 15, 1947, JACKIE ROBINSON
became one of the first black players on a Major
League team. Although fans, players, and even
some of his own teammates threatened and
physically abused him, Jackie never lost his
temper. Jackie went on to win the first
Rookie of the Year Award for being the
best new MLB player.

Track more facts in these books!

MERLIN’S WIZARD ZONE Can you crack the code?
Merlin wants to know if you can solve the code below. Solve the puzzle and discover the hidden message.

What do heroes like to add to their drinks?
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UNICORNS OF THE SEA?
Meet Narwhals in These
Books of the Month!
Join Jack and Annie in Greenland as
they work to save a narwhal! And track
the facts about narwhals in the
companion title!

EDUCATORS
Sign up for free, downloadable classroom materials, including activities about
Benjamin Franklin and other famous figures, at: magictreehouse.com/teachers
Perform a MTH musical with a free mini musical download from Music Theatre
International: mtishows.com/magic-treehouse
Mary’s Classroom Adventures Program is Mary’s Gift of Time to teachers,
providing free resources to help teachers use MTH fiction and nonfiction books
across the curriculum. Learn more at: MTHClassroomAdventures.org

JOIN TODAY

IS FOR KIDS JUST LIKE YOU
Play Games and Win Prizes,
Earn Reading Rewards, and More!

Ask your parent to help you
sign up at
MTHKidsAdventureClub.com

ANSWERS
CONNECT THE DOTS
FRONT COVER

HIGH TIME FOR HEROES

MERLIN’S WIZARD ZONE
Just ice!
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VIEWS FROM

THE TREE HOUSE
Mary Pope Osborne

Natalie Pope Boyce

We recently caught up with Mary Pope
Osborne, author of Magic Tree House and
Merlin Missions, and Natalie Pope Boyce,
author of the Magic Tree House Fact
Trackers, and asked them a few questions!
Have any ideas in published Magic Tree House
books come from kids?
Mary: Absolutely! Whenever I speak to readers, I ask
them to share their ideas with me—or I have them vote
on ideas that I’m thinking about. Kids have not only
helped me decide where Jack and Annie should go but
they’ve helped by voting on different titles that I’m
considering.
Why do you think kids like narwhals so much?
Natalie: Because they are such unique creatures!
Their tusks are reminiscent of unicorns, which are
very popular with kids of all ages. You don’t expect an
aquatic animal to have a unicorn horn!

AROUND THE WORLD
WITH JACK AND ANNIE!
ARCTIC CIRCLE In Narwhal on a Sunny Night, Jack and Annie are

whisked away to Greenland, the world’s largest island! Although you
would think Greenland is green, it’s actually covered in ice, and is partly
located in the Arctic Circle, along with Alaska, Iceland, Scandinavia,
Canada, and Russia. The Arctic Circle is one of the coldest
regions in the world. On their adventure, Jack and Annie
learn about icebergs, the Inuit people who live in Greenland,
and different Arctic animals, like seals, walrus, reindeer,
and a variety of whales—including narwhals! Jack and
Annie meet a seafarer who helps them save a narwhal.
They realize they’ve traveled to Greenland in the time of
Vikings, and are with Leif Erikson—“the first European
to step onto the North American continent . . . five hundred years
before Christopher Columbus.” (p. 54) Thanks to Jack and Annie’s
book about Greenland, they know that narwhals
can stay underwater for twenty-five minutes and
communicate by using a variety of sounds. What else
do Jack and Annie learn from Leif and the narwhal?
Read Narwhal on a Sunny Night
to find out!

What is your favorite part about the Magic Tree
House stage show tour?
Mary: There are many different Magic Tree House
musicals being done around the country right now.
One of my favorite moments is at the end of
Showtime with Shakespeare, when the whole cast
sings a song called “Thy Life Is a Miracle.”
Out of all of the Fact Trackers you’ve written,
which was the hardest to write, and why?
Natalie: The hardest Fact Trackers to write have been
those that encompassed centuries of history. Several
thousand years of Roman, Chinese, Japanese, or Viking
history are hard to condense!
Does your dog Captain Wilson like the snow?
Does he have a winter wardrobe?
Mary: This will be Captain’s first winter in the north.
He has short hair and is quite skinny,
so he definitely needs a little coat.
In fact, he has three coats. The
Captain loves adventure,
so yes, he enjoys
the snow.
Captain Wilson is
fashionable in his
winter sweater!

HOMETOWN HEROES
Our featured kid-hero Anna Wolcott is from Phoenix, Arizona, and was
nominated by her mom, Heather Wolcott. Anna was inspired to build,
paint, and stock her own Little Free Library as her
Kindergarten Community Service Project. She
chose this project because she loves reading and
wanted to share books with her community so kids
could borrow them and read anytime they want.
Submit your hometown heroes at
HometownHeroStories.com for a chance to be featured
on the website, on social platforms, and in Inside the Tree House!

GAMES AND
PUZZLES!
Connect the Dots
Can you connect the dots to reveal the animal?

GAMES AND PUZZLES!
Arctic Maze

Mush! Jack and Annie are in a dog sled
race through the arctic! Can you
help them make it to the
finish line?

START

FINISH

Answer on back
Answer on back

DO YOU KNOW THESE
ARCTIC ANIMAL FACTS?
Many ICE AGE ANIMALS
were mammals, which
means they regulate their
body temperatures.

POLAR BEARS have strong shoulders,
big feet, and powerful front legs. Male
bears often weigh over a thousand
pounds.

PENGUINS’
bodies are
perfect for
speeding through
the water. Their
webbed feet push
the water aside
as they swim, and
they use their stiff,
pointed tails as
rudders for steering.

A NARWHAL’S tusk isn’t a horn. It’s
a long spiral tooth that grows from
its jaw through its upper lip.

Track more facts in these books!

MERLIN’S
WIZARD
ZONE
Crack the code and enter Merlin’s Wizard Zone!

JOIN TODAY

Solve the puzzle, then go to WizardZoneCode.com and enter
Merlin’s secret code. Get it right to unlock his magical chest and
receive a special treasure he put there for you. The treasure will
disappear, so don’t delay!
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Earn Reading Rewards, and More!
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THEATER EVENTS!
FIND A SHOW NEAR YOU!

Austin, TX 1/12–1/14
Orange, TX 1/16
Des Moines, IA
1/23–1/25
Dallas, TX 1/30–1/31
Appleton, WI 2/14

Madison, WI 2/18
Whitewater, WI 2/19
Fort Collins, CO 2/22
Lone Tree, CO 2/25
Billings, MT 2/28

Olympia, WA
3/16–3/19
Bellevue, WA
3/23–3/24
Everett, WA
3/25–3/26
Tacoma, WA 3/27

Showtime with Shakespeare:
A Magic Tree House
Adventure, based on Stage
Fright on a Summer Night,
follows Jack and Annie as
they travel to
Shakespearean England.
Check
MTHClassroomAdventures.org
/MTH-Stage
for more information!

Script and lyrics written by Jenny Laird and Will Osborne, with music and lyrics by Randy Courts.

Ask your parent to help you sign up at

MTHKidsAdventureClub.com

EDUCATORS
Sign up
for free, downloadable classroom
materials at:
www.magictreehouse.com
/teachers/
Perform a MTH musical
with a free mini musical download
from Music Theatre International:
mtishows.com/magic-treehouse
Mary’s Classroom
Adventures Program
is Mary’s Gift of Time to teachers,
providing free resources to help
teachers use MTH fiction and
nonfiction books across the
curriculum. Learn more at:
MTHClassroomAdventures.org

ANSWERS
FRONT COVER

HAVE A LLAMA FUN THIS SUMMER!

Meet some llamas and
climb Machu Picchu with
Jack and Annie!
And track the facts about llamas in the
Fact Tracker!

ARCTIC MAZE

AVAILABLE

7.7!

CONNECT THE DOTS

© 2020 Mary Pope Osborne. Magic Tree House is a registered trademark of Mary Pope Osborne; used under license. Illustrations © 2020 by Sal Murdocca and AG Ford. Photo/ Shutterstock

Where do penguins
go to watch movies?

